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time passions had cooled and the Allies were glad to be quit of an
embarrassing business. Finally about a dozen were tried before the
German court and a few were convicted. In the original list Field-
Marshal Hindenburg, afterwards President of the German Republic,
figures as a war criminal.
In most material respects Germany was stripped to the bone. She
lost all her Colonies, was required to surrender her merchant fleet,
to make large deliveries in coal, cattle, timber, etc., and to compen-
sate France for the damage done to her coal-mines by giving her a
fifteen years' lease of the Saar1 and property in perpetuity in the coal-
mines in that area. Finally, by a provision which created a novel and
dangerous principle, the property of her citizens in enemy countries
was delivered over to the Governments of these countries in satisfac-
tion of Reparations, and the owners left to recover from their own
Government, if they could. This caused great hardship and suffering,
even when mitigated by compassionate allowances for favoured cases,
A British Minister grimly remarked on reading this part of the Treaty
that it notified to all the world that no one from henceforth could
afford to lose a war.
The military provisions were of the same pattern. Germany was
required to surrender her navy and when her officers sank it on a
prearranged signal on approaching Scapa Flow (June 21, 1919) the
British Admiralty was quite unjustly suspected of having connived
at an act which so happily solved the inconvenient problem of dis-
tributing it among the Allies. For her future requirements Germany
was limited to six battleships of 10,000 tons, a few light cruisers,
destroyers and torpedo boats, and absolutely forbidden to build or
maintain submarines. Her army was limited to 100,000 long-service
men; she was required to abolish conscription, to surrender all existing
munitions, to dismantle her forts and great guns, and to submit to the
" demilitarization" of an area extending 50 kilometres east of the
Rline.
1 At the end of the fifteen years (January, 1935) the Saar was returned to
Germany after a plebiscite peacefully conducted under the supervision of the
League of Nations.